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Development of a Queensland Peoples Charter

Why have a Peoples Charter?

On a day to day basis, we and our political representatives focus on a myriad of urgent
and ad hoc priorities, and the way we address them may not be conducive to long term
individual, social and environmental wellbeing.

Developing a Peoples Charter is an opportunity to achieve general consensus about the
rights that we, as a community, think are important.

Through extensive consultation, the charter will reflect the aspirations of Queensland
communities and highlight the need to protect those rights essential to our safety, health
and happiness.

It provides an opportunity for us, as Queenslanders, to incorporate proven international
standards and agreements into law.

The charter will provide a framework for the everyday activities of all Queenslanders,
including our elected representatives.

Major gaps in human rights coverage

A couple of years ago, the Public Interest Advocacy Centre in Sydney identified major
gaps in human rights coverage by comparing policy and practice in Australia with
internationally accepted rights standards. JRQ adopted this list and added to it as we
have worked with community organisations. The list is currently:

Civil and political rights

Anti-discrimination

Education

Access to health services

Indigenous issues, particularly the right to self-determination
People with a disability

Environment

Housing

Women

People with a mental illness

Prisoners

Young people and children

Fair conditions at work

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights
Refugees and asylum seekers

The elderly.
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Key themes

Advocacy (political and institutional lobbying)

Media (real life case studies and celebrity support)

Education (building an understanding of rights based language and culture)
Consultation (listening to the issues of Queensland communities)
Community capacity building (helping people identify solutions)

Drafting (based on UN conventions with input from Queenslanders).
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Approach to consulting with Queensland communities

There are two broad types of community engagement forums that are likely to be held:

1. Placing the focus on a human rights issue (for example, housing or mandatory
detention)
2. Listening to the issues of a Queensland community (for example, a remote

community, people with a disability or young people).
Each type of forum should also focus on community capacity building by developing the
advocacy and lobbying skills of participants.
Project timeframes
The next state election is due by the end of 2009. This project should aim to have
cross-partisan support for a Peoples Charter by the time the election is to be held.
Peoples Charter Group

The PCG is a group of individuals and representatives of community organisations
established to develop the Queensland Peoples Charter and advocate its adoption.

We are independent of any political party or government.

We are committed to open communication and accountability and will publicly report on
progress in developing and advocating the charter.

Community participation in developing and implementing the charter is absolutely
essential, so the PCGO0s first priority will always
contributions of the community.

We invite all interested individuals and groups to take part in the activities of the group.
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